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By JESBY GREENE a;;cl 


JAMES WISSHART • 
Washington, April S — Despite 
' growing controversy here over the 
continuing role of J. Edgar Hoover 
•as director of the Feclcru! Bureau 
of Investigation, there emerges 
now the authoritative .word- that 
President Nixon is not ccntemplat- 
ing any change. ' ■' * 

Attorney General Mitchell, who' is 
laiown to have discussed the siuiatiou 

■ w'ith the President, made the Nixon posi- 
tion clear this week v.-iion lie told an in- 
lervici'.vor wiio asked 'about the Hoover 
tciuii'o: 

“J expect him to stay in the job ns 

■ long as ho. is in good hcaUh and is able 
to, do tlie job''as he is doing it iiow.'’ 

'Then MitelicU .s.aid the ciuostion -v.-as 
. . asked of the wrong man, i'or-thc FBI 


• to full pay of .$.12,000 a year for life upon 
retirement.' ... 



1 ho Y lute rlonsc is not unduly con- 
ceriicd by the steady strc.am of politie- 
inspired attacks on Hoover from 
y«a;d-bc rcvoluiionarics of the “new 
left,'' or fi’om the more conventional 
liberabs m Congrcs.s wi-.o have hod a 
long and vocal dista.ste- for the chief 
G-maii. 

Of greater concern to presidential 
advisor.s arc the oxprcs.scd hopes of 
some Hoover admirers time the director 
stcp_ down^ after ‘1C yer.r.s of dedicated 
service before Iii.s' inm.ge as one' of the 
nation s top crime lighters becomes 
■tarm.shcd by political infighting and 
criticism. ' ' 
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dirsctor.si'.ip wa.^ a presidential app.'dut- 
pient. 

“I; would guess if you were to trdk to 
the President,’' Jlitchell sa‘id,“you would 
get the .same au.swcr.’’ 

The 'flap over the FBI, .stemming 
only ]).Trtly from aceu.satioms made by 
former special agents,, boiled up on the 
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hcols of one of tiic wor.st secrecy brerik- 
downs in the FBI's history-^-tho theft 
.and parti, 'll ^ publication of more than 
1,000 confidential investigative docu- 
ments frfnn-tho bureau's Media, Pa, field 
office. 


I here ns concern, too, in the adminis- 
tration^ over alleged fnction between 
the FBI ar.d other intelligence ag'oncies 
that resulted from -the reduction in 
liaison activities. These were centered 
in a special office manned by 20 tr.aincd 
agents, created to insure a free flow 
of intelligence, The liai.son 'office Was 
closed last September bec.au.sc Hoover 
became dissati.sfiod with the handling 
of material by some of the other agen- 
cies. 

' Officials told these reporters tha'o tfie 
flow of nation.-.l .'.county dr.te.--from the 
FBI to I'-.e Defcn.se IntcliigorLCc Agency, 
tbc_ Central InUl’igcnco Agency and i-n^. 
telbgencc _:uid cf.r 't.crintcHigcnco vmit.s' 
scriving the inilit.>ry services and the 

Treasury and Slate Dcp.artmcnts — b.as 
b-ecn curtailed to formal, written com- 
nninic.ntior,.';. These were said to liavc 
been furnished mostly on request. 

The officials wb.o reported this viewed 


Additionally, informed sources di.s- 
c1oscd_ that other .government inttd’igct’cc. 
agencies have been concerned by an FBI 
decision' malting, a iarge cut in the num- 


ber of liaison officers who formerly co- 


ordinated activilie.s and information. 


Some agencies feel that tlie veduetjon in 
the liai.son force has created a rmtional 
sdcurlty problem. 

But an FBI spoke.sman, inspector 
Tom Bishop, categorically denied that' 
there has bcicri any sort of brcakilown iu 
intclligonec liaison. He. also rejected 
other eharge.s w''.ic!i •have been levcicd 
publicly and priv.-.tcly at ib.e 7()-ycar-okl 
Hoover. 

In (fact, iBshop co-antcrclmrgcd that 
the barrage of criticism in rucen'c days 
■was part of a . con.spirncy "to drive Mr. 
.Hoover out of tlio .FBI and into rctiro- 
’inont.’’ .. 

.Form.cr President Lyndon Jolmson 
granted Hoover, a longtime . pcr.sonnl 
friend, an exception to tl'.o mandatory 
age 70 .retirement provision in tlio fed- 
eral law in 1305, and the. director now. 
serves 'at the di.scretion of "the President. 
'Under a special law, Hoover 'is entitled 
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the liai.son cutback a.s symptomatic of a 
general deterioration in the bureau's 
Once highly acclaimed couivon'c.spiomigc 
operations wlricli tlioy say Hoover now 
kesp.s on a short leash to avoid possible 
cri'vici.sm. 

■ Specifically cited was what was* dc.-’ 
.scribed as "the direotoi-'s iucroa.sing re- 
luctance to use “extralegal’’ means, such 


burglary w vuv..,,. *1........^ .... 

about suspected spy operation.^ 

A -top Pentagon official argued tliat 
Hoover’s early reluctance to get into in- 
vestigatin.g hard-core radical revolution- 
aries, such a.s Weathennan, wa.s on.c 
reason for. the Army’s controyev-sml 
plunge into domestic intolligencc opera- 
tion.s. 

Coni.o/ciinfs Arc Diirufisec: 

This official, ^yllo refused to permit 
use of hi.s name, said that it was Hooverhs 
. slownc.ss to order FBI agents irdo a 
1 .. -i' in, -,7 i,.n 


of & agents wa.s reduced to three last 
fall when the bureau wn.s inKior heavy 
pressure to in-ovidc more agents for a 
\vido variety of assigiimcnt.s such a.s in- 
vc,sligation.s of bombing'.s, protection of 
airlino.s plagued by "sk'yjackings aud 
.stepped-up violence by radicaks. 

“There has been absolutely no I'c- 
diiction in information going to the 
other inteliigcnce agencies,” he said. 
“Me had 20 agctjts tied down-delivering 
the mail to them. They did not have 
li.aison men a.ssigncd to us. Their mail 
came to us by courier.” 

. Siiccessrtil rroscciiiior, Is Aira 

In.-itcad of having a 20-man liaison 
office, he said, tliere ax'o now tlu'ec men 
assigned specifically to handle queries 
and to keep in touch- with the other in- 
telligence offices. In addition, he said, a 
tiev,', high-speed teleprinter has been in- 
stalled so Hint information' can lie trar,.s- 
rnitted rapidi.y and _ securely from the 
F III to the offices of the other agencies. 

The spokesman said tliat none of the 
agencies has complained about the 
ciiauge and, so far as he know, tliere 
.w.as no friction between the FBI and 
others in tlic' intelHgciico community, ■ 
7' Kc di.smis.scd 'the contention tliM the 
FBI r.ad_beconic “too .timid” in conduct- 
iiig espionage invcstiga'cloiis, pointing 
out that liicro Were even ' more com-' 
plaints that the burerai had been far too 
rggressivo In the pa.st in .lusing bugs, 

■wire‘i.aps and other "extr.-v legal” mcr-r.s 
of •investiga'i.ion. ■ .-i . 

“Our record iu espionage cases 'evc-v 
the years speak.s for itself,”, he sc.id. 
“There are really few e.xperts in tins 
ficld-in^the counti'.v. People on thes sido- 
lincs Wilo really don’t knov.'” vv'iafc they 
are talking about often tliink -they linow 
more timn tba .expert.s, but they usuiilly 
don't know all of the fact-s.” 

'The primary goal in an e.spioiiago in- 
vestigation is a successful pro.sec-ution, ha 


;S bus'ginss.wivc-tappiuj;* find so'inctiinoa snk!, rnul Konieti.uics ihac i-eoufro 
'urgUiry to obtain inside information stramt. There arc also timOvS v/lio; 
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army iuDviL.i.it.L; vtoiiiucivi.'.; vi#- 

erat'ions-civiiiaii-typo spying that has 
brought ,a 'storm of critici.sm from a. 
Senate Judiciary subcommittee. ' 

In response FBI In.spcc.tor* Bishop 
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pieicly faiso." He said the liaison loi'ce- 


sti.itm, Ihere arc akso times ■'.vlien the 
agents working the case seek to turn the 
subject into a, double agent or to feed 
him false information. 

In some cases, agents arc pursuin.g ari 
t]u'cc_ goals at once with different per- 
sons involved in a conspiracy, ha said. To 
an outsider not familiar witii all the'faote 
in sucji a case, it might not s.ceni that tlio 
mvc.stigation is being pursue:; a.s bard as 
it should bo, he said. • ' ■ ■ 

liVh.atcv'cr the pros and cons; of Ih'o 
.controy/ersy, the one thing completely- 
solid is the evidence that the president 
hiinself has no intention now of taking 
T-nr"'** ^ cbiiinge of command at U'.e 

. ^Vh.c^l Attorney General Mitclii?!! snfu 
In a tupct4 intervic\7 with David PTost-r- 

.» lOsiucnt Icl.t the same way, it W 3 .'> euite 
clear that the comment hud full IVhit'O 
House approval. 


